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SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


SECTION  1 

Significant  Activities 

1.  (U)  DTTRQDUCTION: 

a.  MISSION:  The  squadron's  basic  mission  haB  been  that  of  providing 
reconnaissance,  surveillance,  security,  and  eoonony  of  force. 

b.  ORGANIZATION:  Tho  squadron  is  organized  under  ' TCB  17-95Tdatod 
Juno  1%5  and  U5ARPAC  General  Order  401  dated  August  I960.  In  addition,  Rl/KD 
toams  are  attaohed  (l  per  air  oavalry  troop)  by  12th  Group  General  Order  55 
da tod  July  i960  and  General  Qrdor  60  dated  August  I960*  Tho  ourrent  organi¬ 
zation  structure  and  unit  locations  are  listed  in  inolosure  1  and  2. 

2.  (F0UG)  PERSONNEL: 

a.  PERSONNEL  CHANGES:  Following  is  the  command  group  and  principle 
staff  as  of  30  April  1969,  with  the  ohanges  during  the  period: 
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I.TC  jam  3.  FITCH 

CO 

No  Cimnge 

TAJ  ROBERT  H.  HALEY 

xo 

No  Change 

li'AJ  JOSEPH  L.  KULHAYER 

S3 

No  Change 

1LT  DONALD  W,  HACKETT 

si 

No  Change 

CRT  HAROLD  A.  HILTZ 

S2 

No  Change 

CPi  STANLEY  N.  GEHLER 

S4 

No  Cimnge 

for  or  or 
m/fcy 
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CPT  SCHUYLER  IT.  CUfllTIFF 
Cpr  JAMES  P.  SKELTON 
MAJ  BURNETT  R.  SANDIES 
KAJ  WILLARD  D.  COl-lICLIN 
MAJ  BILLY  J.  SLUSIIER 
CPT  WILLIAM  C.  WHITE 


HIT  CO  Iloplaood  MAJ  John  II. B.  Pope  23Feb69 
KAHIT  OIT  Replaced  CW2  Wayne  K.  RobortB  2Psb69 
A  Trp  CO  No  Change 

B  Trp  CO  Roplooed  MAJ  Wollaoo  R»  Napier  19Ibb69 
C  Trp  CO  Replnoed  MAJ  Perry  T.  Brasuell  15Apr69 
D  Trp  CO  No  Change 


b.  UNIT  STRENGTHS  AS  OF  30  AE.TIL  19691  The  squadron  is  authorized 
85  Officers,  103  Warrant  Officers,  and  848  enlisted  men.  Assigned  strength  . 
at  the  end  of  the  reporting  period  was  106  Offioers,  79  Warrant  Officers, 
and  791  Unlisted  men  (See  Inclosure  3). 

o.  INFUSION:  During  the  reporting  period,  10  officers,-  10  Warrant 
Officers,  and  49  anlioted  non  were  exchanged  for  3ix  officers,  17  Warrant 
Officers,  and  37  flnlistod  men  from  other  aviation  units  in  furtherance  of 
the  infusion  program  to  roduoe  rotational  peaks. 

d.  AWARDS  AND  DECORATIONS  t  One  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  awards  were  rec  jmmended  within  the  squadron  during  the  reporting  period, 
live  hundred  ninety-seven  were  approved,  three  were  down-graded  and  927  0X6 
still  pending  (See  Inclosure  4). 

e.  FRIENDLY  LOSSES:  Friendly  losses  for  the  period  were  seven  KIA 
and  39  WIA,  No  personnel  were  MIA  (See  Inclosure  5). 

3.  (c)  INTELLIGENCE:  The  squadron  oonduoted  extensive  aerial  reconnais¬ 

sance  and  surveillance  missions,  providing  its  various  supported  headquarters 
with  valuable  and  timely  information  ooncoming  tile  enemy,  The  Squadron's 
offorts  wore  ooncentrated  in  Tay  Ninh,  Binh  Duonc,  Hau  Nghia,  Gia  Dinh,  Long 
An,  and  Linh  Tuong  Provinces  and  to  a  limited  extent,  in  Bion  Iloa,  Co  Cong, 
Kien  Iloa,  and  ICien  Fnoung  Provinoos.  Attention  centered  on  known  and  sus¬ 
pected  enemy  base  oamp  areas  ond  lines  of  communication.  The  intelligence 
gathered  provided  the  basis  for  ground  operations,  tactical  and  strategio 
air  strikes,  and  artillery  strikes. 

a.  TERRAIN:  The  rolief  in  the  squadron  area  of  operations  ranged, 
from  flat  delta  in  tho  south  and  crea3  adjaoont  to  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River,  to 
gently  rolling  hills  in  Binh  Duong  and  Bien  Hoa  Provinoes.  Drainage  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  tlio  Saigon,  Nha  Bo,  Dong  Dai,  Vam  Co  Tay,  Vam  Co  Dong,  and  Mekong 
Rivers  and  their  tributaries.  Vegetation  oonsists  of  extensive  rioe  crops 
in  the  delta  regions,  extensive  rubber  plantations  in  parts  of  Tay  Ninh  and 
Binh  Duong  Provinoes,  and  extonoivo  broadleafed  evergreen  forests  elsewhere. 

(l)  Observation  and  Fields  of  lire:  Observation  end  fields  of  fire 
ranged  from  extremely  limited  in  the  forested  areas  of  Tay  linh  end  Binh 
Duong  Provinoes  to  exoellent  in  the  delta  areas. 
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(2)  Obstaoles;  Natural  and  artifioial  obstacles  in  the  TACK  had  no 
effeot  on  squadron  operations. 

(3)  Cover  and  Concealment:  The  enemy  has  limited  natural  oover. 
However,  he  is  an  expert  at  building  tunnel  and  bunker  complexes  which  pro¬ 
vide  him  oxcellent  protection  against  direct  and  indirect  fire  as  well  as 
air  strikes.  Tho  cnomy  has  exoollent  concoalmont  in  junglo  and  plantation 
nroas  as  well  as  among  nipa  palm  and  vegetation  which  frequently  lines  rivers 
and  oanals  in  tho  delta  areas,  llo  also  makes  maximum  use  of  darknoss  and 
oamouflage  to  conceal  his  movement  or  presence  in  an  area. 

(4)  Key  Terrain:  Highways  land  4  and  the  Dong  Nai,  Saigon,  Vam  Co' 
Dong,  Tam  Co  Tay,  and  Mekong  Rivers,  togotiier  with  their  major  tributaries, 
arc  oonsiderod  key  terrain.  The  highways  are  selected  because  of  their  im¬ 
portance  as  lines  of  communication  for  military  and  oivilian  traffio.  Tho 
major  rivers  also  serve  as  important  lines  of  communication  over  whioh  allied 
forces  ship  large  quantities  of  materials.  For  the  some  reason,  these  rivers 
form  important  lines  of  communication  for  tie  enemy. 

(5)  Avenues  of  Approach:  The  following  VC/NVA  avenues  of  approach 
into  the  squadron  area  of  operations  are  considered  significant: 

(a)  Parrots  Beak  (XS  310920),  and  the  Vam  Co  Tay  River. 

(b)  Parrots  Beale  (XS  310920),  Bo  Bo  Canal,-  Pineapple  Plantation 
(XS  580900),  and  Saigon. 

(o)  Ba  Thu  (XT  270030),  %  Thang  Dong  (XT  440020),  Tan  Nhut  (XS  70083 0) 
and  Saigon, 

(d)  Angel's  Wing  (XT  310130),  An  Ninli  (XT  400130),  Hau  Hghia  Swamp, 
end  Saigon. 

(0;  Angel's  Wing/Da  Thu,  Vam  Co  Dong  River,  Pineapple  Plantation, 
and  Saigon. 

(f)  Fiohhock  (XT  580900),  Miohelin  Plantation,  Boi  Lox^Woodq,,  Saigon 
KL'/ar,  Binh  My  (XT  530180),  and  Saigon. 

b.  WEATHER  1  During  the  reporting  period,  the  squadron  area  of  op- 
er?,t:'or.  was  undor  the  influonoe  of  the  northeast  monsoon  until  the  latter 
part  of  March,  when  the  transition  period  for  the  ^southeast  monsoon  began. 
During  February,  Moxoh,  and  most  of  April,  weather  was  normally  excellent. 
Vory  infrequent  afternoon  rain  Bqualls  were  experienced  and  tliere  were 
3«.-varal  instances  of  ground  fog  and  Raise  in  the  easrly  morning  and  early 
ovening. 
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However,  mission  accomplishment  was  not  greatly  hindered.  During  the  latter 
part  of  April,  there  vaa  a  noticcablo  increase  in  afternoon  cloud  formations. 
Temperatures  during  the  period  ranged  from  the  high  60's  and  low  70’ s  in  tlie 
early  morning  to  the  mid  90' s  in  the  afternoon,  although  maximums  in  the  high 
90's  and  low  100's  were  experienced  in  the  latter  port  of  April, 

4,  (c)  OPERATIONS :  The  j/l 7  Cav  area  of  operations  was  primarily  in 

the  central,  southern,  and  western  areas  of  HI  Corps  Taotioal  Zone  (See 
Inclocurc  6).  The  squadron,  with  it's  troopo  0PC0N  and/or  in  direct  support 
of  several  different  unit 3  during  the  reporting  period,  conducted  reconnais¬ 
sance,  security,  surveillance,  and  eoonomy  of  force  operations  throughout 
the  major  portion,  of  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  The  general  area  of  operation 
of  the  squadron  elements  extended  from  the  Cambodian  border  on  the  west  and 
northwest,  the  Saigon  River  on  the  northeast  and  east,  and  the  Song  Hau  Giang 
River  on  the  south.  This  period  was  characterized  by  numerous  mission  changes. 
A  Troop  provided  support  to  the  Capital  Military  Assistance  Command  (CMAC): 

Bien  Hoa  Tactical  Area  Command  (BHTAC)j  1st  Australian  Task  Force  (1st  ATF;} 
Royal  Thailand  Army  Volunteer  Force  (RTAVF)j  3d  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division} 
2d  Briga.de,  18th  Infantry,  l3t  Infantry  Division;  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment} 
and  1/40  AKVN.  B  Troop  was  OPCCET  to  the  9th  Infantry  Division  during  the 
first  port  of  the  reporting  period  and  became  direct  support  to  the  3d  Brigade, 
9th  Infantry  Division  on  26  Feb  69.  C  Troop  remained  direot  support  to  the 
25th  Infantry  Division.  During  the  period  14  Feb  69  to  26  Feb  69,  C  Troop 
provided  two  hunter-killer  teams  (2  AH-1G*a  and  2  QI-SA's)  in  direct  support 
of  CMAC.  D  Troop  remained  0PC0N  to  BIITAC  during  the  reporting  period  for 
use  in  the  defense  of  Bien  Hoa  as  well  as  a  ready  reaction  force  for  the  H 
Field  Force  long  range  patrols. 

a.  SIGNIFICANT  OPERATIONS: 

(l)  On  1  Feb  69,  A/3/17  established  contaot  with  the  enemy  resulting 
:in  six  KBA  at  XS  520790,  and  one  KB A  and  one  hut  destroyed  at  XS  624607 i 
On  Q124CC  Fob  69,  A/3/17  was  released  from  direot  support  of  the  3d  Bdo, 

9  l,:T  Inf  Div  and  placod  in  diroot  support  of  CMAC.  B/3/17  engaged  ono  armed 
VC  at  XL  361539  resulting  in  ono  KBA, 

(c)  On  2  Feb  69,  B/3/17  oonduoted  nigftt  firofly  missions  with  the 

>1  loving  results:  v 

(a)  Four  VC  were  KBA  at  W3  920647, 

(b)  Four  VC  wero  KBA  at  WS  918652. 

(0)  Four  VC  were  KBA  at  WS  080660. 

(d)  Two  VC  wero  KBA  at  WS  910730, 
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(3)  On  3  Feb  69,  B/3/17  engaged  the  eneny  at  XS  450380  resulting  in 
17  VC  KBA  and  eight  secondary  explosions. 

(4)  On  4  Feb  69,  A/3/17  was  released  from  direct  support  of  CMAC  and 
returned  to  direct  support  of  Hie  3d  Bde,  9th  Inf  Div.  B/3/17  aooounted  for 
two  KBA  at  XS  065602  and  during  firefly  missions  was  credited  with  19  VC  KBA 
and  two  sampans  destroyed  at  XS  395699* 

(5)  On  5  Feb  69,  A/3/17  capturod  one  dctainoo,  destroyed  two  burikors 

and  one  3ampan  at  XS  600530.  A/3/1 7  engaged  fivo  armed  VC  at  XS  786683  re¬ 
sulting  in  one  KBA,  B/3/17  engaged  the  enemy  at  XS  013550  resulting  in  five 
KBA  and  one  KBA  at  XS  940600.  B/3/17  was  credited  with  19  huts  and  33  sampans 
destroyed  at  WS  970490.  C/3/17  engaged  three  VC  at  XT  337622  resulting  in 

two  VC  KBA. 

(6)  On  7  Feb  69,  B/3/17  in  scattered  oontaot  in  the  vicinity  of 
WS  040930  resulted  in  nine  VC  KBA. 

(7)  On  8  Feb  69,  A/3/17  was  released  from'direct  support  of  the  3d  Bde, 
9tli  Inf  Div  and  placed  in  direct  support  of  CMAC.  B/3/17  was  credited  with 
28  VC  KBA  during  sporadic  engagements  in  the  vicinity  of  WS  6B0980.  C/3/17 
was  credited  with  one  ICBA  at  XT  196613. 

(8)  On  9  Feb  69,  during  ni^it  starlight  missions,  B/3/17  accounted  for 
10  VC  KBA  in  the  vicinity  of  XS  O52474. 

(9)  Oil  11  Feb  69,  A/3/17  captured  four  suspected  VC  in  the  vicinity 
of  XS  87OCII,  A/3/17  was  released  from  direct  support  of  CMAC  and  placed  in 
direct  support  of  the  3d  Bde,  9th  Inf  Div.  B/3/17  engaged  and  killed  five 
7C  an!  nestroyed  three  sampans  at  XS  365442.  C/3/1 7  sustained  six  personnel 
WiA  when  an  APC  detonated  an  enemy  mine.  C  Troop  also  accounted  for  one  VC 
possible  KBA  at  XT  428530. 

(<0)  On  12  Fob  69,  B/3/17  captured  ono  VC  PCW  at  XS  119436  and  during 

starlight  missions  was  oredited  with  the  following! 

(a)  Eight  VC  were  KBA  at  WS  050950. 

(b)  Four  VC  were  KBA  at  WS  930990. 

(o)  Three  VC  were  KBA  at  WS  990920. 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  30  April 
(UIC-VAAMAA) 

(e)  Three  VC  were  KBA  at  WS  861710. 

(f)  Three  VC  were  KBA  at  WS  830645. 
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(11)  Oil  14.  Feb  69,  B/3/17  was  credited  with  the  following! 

(a)  Two  VC  were  KBA  at  XS  060500. 

(b)  One  VC  was  KM  at  XS  042523. 

(c)  Four  VC  were  KBA  and  four  sampans  dostroyed  at  XS  080493* 

(d)  Two  VC  wore  KM  and  two  sampans  destroyed  at  XS  023522. 

(o)  Two  VC  were  KBA  at  XS  092479. 

(f)  Three  VC  were  KBA  at  XS  044512. 

(g)  Four  VC  were  KBA  at  XS  070499* 

C/3/l7  beoame  direot  support  of  CMAC  with  two  hunter-killer  teams  (2  AII-IG's 
and  2  GH-6A1 3)  whilo  C  Troop  (-)  romainod  in  direot  support  of  tho  25th  Inf 
Div.  During  a  visual  reconnaissance  mission,  C/3/17  engaged  and  lcillod  one 
VC  at  XT  339514. 

(12)  On  15  Feb  69,  D/3/17  ongnged  throo  enemy  personnel  in  sampans  re¬ 
sulting  in  three  VC  KBA  and  two  srnpans  destroyed  at  WS  025075*  U/3/1 7 »  in 
soattered  action  during  night  starlight  missions  at  XS  073824  was  credited 
with  14  KBA. 

(13)  On  16  Fob  69,  B/3/17  engaged  six  armed  enemy  personnel  resulting 
in  six  VC  KBA  at  XS  332437*  c/3/17 »  while  conducting  a  visual  reconnaissance 
aocountcd  for  two  VC  KBA  at  XT  076462. 

(14)  On  17  Fob  69,  while  performing  visual  reconnaissance  missions, 
B/3/17  accounted  for  10  VC  KBA  at  XS  183410. 

(15)  On  19  Fob  69,  A/3/17  hunter-killer  teams  engaged  and  killed  three 
VC  at  XS  381908,  and  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  790650,  A/5/17  apj-rchended  one  VC  sus- 
pcot  at  XS  540570.  B/3/17  detained  one  suspect  at  XS  200520  and  accounted 
for  eight  VC  KBA  during  ni^it  starlight  missions* 

(16)  On  20  Feb  69,  A/3/17  established  li{+it  oontaot  resulting  in  five 
VC  KDA  at  XS  650590.  B/3/17  aero  rifles  were  inserted  at  WS  980510  resulting 
in  one  VC  KIA,  B/3/17  hunter-killer  toons  were  oredited  with  the  following! 

(a)  Two  VC  wore  KBA  at  XS  150490. 

(b)  Four  VC  wore  KBA  at  XS  060420. 

(0)  One  VC  was  KBA  at  XS  030560, 
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(d)  One  VC  was  KM  at  XS  160450, 

(0)  Throe  VC  suspects  wore  apprehended  at  WS  980510, 

C/3/17  detained  two  ma]''°  at  XT  130620, 

(17)  On  21  Fob  69  y  B/3/17  in  scattered  oontaots  accounted  for  25  VC  KBA, 
At  0810  hours  a  C/3/17  CH-6A  crashed,  resulting  in  the  observer  and  the  gunner 
KIA  and  pilot  WIA. 

(18)  Q11  22  Feb  69,  during  t.. -clcpoint  operations,  A/3/17  captured  one 

dotaineo  at  XS  660500.  A/3/17  hunter Jciller  teams  accounted  for  four  KM 
at  XS  400710,  B/3/17  established  moderate  onony  contaot  resulting  in  14  KBA 
at  XS  060510,  throe  KBA  at  WS  970530,  and  wore  credits  '-,th  19  KM  during 
night  starlight  missions  in  tho  vicinity  of  XS  202406,  ‘  /17  oaptured  five 

suspected  VC  at  XT  270630, 

(19)  On  23  Feb  69,  A/3/17  led  9th  Division  soldiers  to  seventeen  107am 
rockets  at  XS  5155642,  and  was  credited  with  14  VC  KBA  during  engagements  in 
defense  of  Tan  An  base  comp,  B/3/1 7  engaged  and  killed  29  VC  in  scattered 
engagements  throughout  tho  day, 

(20)  On  24  Feb  69,  A/3/17  engaged  one  VC  at  XS  620570  resulting  in  one 
VC  KM,  B/3/17  established  moderate  enemy  oontaot  with  the  following  results* 

(a)  Soven  VC  were  KM  at  XS  39054O. 

(b)  One  VC  was  KM  at  XS  390560. 

(o)  Six  VC  wore  KM  at  XS  380600. 

(d)  Eleven  VC  wore  KM  at  XS  I8O4OO. 

C/3/17  captured  one  possible  VC  during  a  visual  reoonnaissanoe  mission  at 
XT  270650. 

(21)  On  25  Feb  69,  A/3/17  hunter-killer  teams  engaged  and  killed  two 
VC  at  XS  556762.  3/3/17  aotiono  resulted  in  tho  following* 

(a)  One  VC  was  KM  at  XS  030536. 

(b)  Che  VC  was  KBA  at  XS  400620. 

(0)  Three  VC  were  KM  at  XS  396524. 

(d)  One  VC  was  KM  at  XS  315565. 
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(o)  Two  VC  were  KBA  at  XS  245565* 

(f)  Two  VC  were  KM  at  XS  240556. 

(g)  Three  VC  were  KM  at  XS  28351 6 » 

(h)  Two  VC  wero  KM  at  XS  190444, 

C/3/17  hunter 4c illor  towns  engaged  and  killed  two  VC  at  XT  620800  and  wore 
oredited  with  two  KM  at  XT  865765* 

(22)  On  26  Fob  69,  A/3/17  waB  released  from  direot  support  of  the  3d 
Me,  9th  Inf  Div  and  placed  in  direct  support  of  CMC  with  two  hunter-killer 
teams.  A  Troop  (-)  was  placed  in  direct  support  of  BHTAC.  B/3/17  waB  re¬ 
leased  OPCOR  from  the  9th  Inf  Div  and  placed  direct  support  to  the  3d  Me, 

9th  Inf  Div.  C/3/17  two  hunter-killer  teams  were  released  from  direot  sup¬ 
port  to  CMC  and  placed  in  direct  support  of  the  25th  Inf  Div.  C/3/17  ac¬ 
counted  for  three  KBA  at  XT  090560  and  two  KB/,  at  XT  140710. 

(23)  On  27  Feb  69,  during  reconnaiBsanoe  operations,  A/3/17  accounted 
for  two  VC  KBA  at  XS  986958.  B/3/17  was  credited  with  14  KM  during  fire¬ 
fly  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  XS  879619*  C/3/17  engaged  three  VC  at 
XT  IIO56O  resulting  in  one  KM  and  two  possible  KM. 

(24)  On  28  Feb  69,  A/3/I7  (-)  was  released  from  direot  support  of  BHTAC 
and  placed  in  direct  support  of  the  RTAVF. 

(25)  On  1  Max  69,  A/3/17  (-)  was  released  from  direct  support  of  the 
RTAVF  and  plaoed  in  direct  support  of  BHTAC.  B/3/17  mode  contact  with  the 
enemy  at  XR  560575  rosulting  in  two  NVA  KM. 

(26)  On  2  Mar  69,  B/3/17  engaged  the  enemy  resulting  in  one  VC  KM  at 
XS  030460.  At  XS  030460,  B/3/17  destroyed  one  hut  and  accounted  for  two 
possible  KM. 

(27)  On  3  Mar  69,  A/3/17  (-)  was  roleased  from  direot  support  to  BHTAC 
at  1700  hours  and  plaoed  in  direot  support  of  the  2/l8  Inf. 

(28)  On  4  Mar  69,  B/3/17  dements  mode  contact  with  the  enemy  resulting 
in  two  KM  at  XS  590590.  At  XS  585624,  B/5/17  engaged  one  person  oarrying 
an  AK-47  resulting  in  one  VC  KM, 

(29)  On  5  Mar  69,  A/3/17  Troop  (-)  was  released  from  direot  support' 

of  the  2/1 8  Inf  at  1800  hours  and  plaoed  in  diroot  support  of  the  1st  ATF* 

(30)  On  6  Max  69,  A/^j/17  Troop  (-)  was  released  from  direot  support  of 

the  1st  ATF  at  1200  hours  and  plaoed  in  direot  support  of  CMAC. 
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(31)  On  7  Max  69,  B/3/17  elements  established  contact  with  the  enemy 
at  XS  754753  resulting  in  one  VC  KBA.  B/3/17  was  further  credited  with  two 
VC  KBA  at  XS  700690*  B/3/17  again  made  oontact  with  the  enemy  resulting  in 

two  VC  KBA  at  XS  695694*  B/3/17  was  also  oredited  with  one  VC  KBA  at  XS  695706. 

(32)  On  8  Mar  69,  A/3/17  firofly  teams  engaged  several  VC  in  bunkers 
at  XS  525831  resulting  in  throe  VC  KBA  and  five  bunkers  destroyed* 

(33)  On  10  Mar  69,  C/3/l7»  while  on  a  visual  reconnaissance  mission, 
made  contnot  with  the  enemy  at  XT  134405  resulting  in  two  NVA  KBA  and  two 
HVA  VIA  taken  as  PW*s.  C/3/17  again  established  content  at  XT  138399  re¬ 
sulting  in  an  additional  two  NVA  VIA  taken  as  PW's. 

(34)  On  12  Mar  69,  B/3/17,  while  conducting  visual  reconnaissance, 
established  onomy  contact  resulting  in  one  VC  KBA  at  XS  510832.  B/3/17  also 
destroyed  ono  sampan  and  was  credited  with  four  VC  KBA  in  the  vicinity  of 
XS  610590.  At  XS  605603,  B/3/17  engagod  and  destroyed  throe  sampans  and 
wore  credited  with  seven  VC  KBA.  B/3/17  also  destroyed  ono  sampan  and  three 
VC  KM  at  XS  600715.  C/3/17  established  oontaot  with  the  enemy  at  XT  375550 
resulting  in  ono  VC  KBA.  c/3/17  also  recorded  one  VC  KM  at  XT  340625. 

(35)  On  13  Mar  69,  15/3/17,  while  performing  visual  reconnaissance, 
engaged  the  onomy  resulting  in  ono  KBA  at  XS  530560,  p.nd  three  VC  KM  at 

XS  655704*  B/3/17  elements  oaptuced  three  VC  IW*s  at  XS  670620.  One  of  the 
PW* s  was  determined  to  be  a  propagandist, 

(36)  On  15  Mar  69,  A/3/ 1 7 ,  while  conducting'a  last  li^vt  mission, 
destroyed  seven  unknown  type  rockets  at  XS  550920.  A/5/17  established  con- 
taot  with  the  enemy  at  XS  590790  resulting  in  one  VC  KM,  one  VC  possible 
IC3A,  and  destroyed  one  bunker  with  secondary  explosions.  At  2400  hours, 
too  hunter-killer  teams  from  A  Troop  were  placed  in  direct  support  of  BUTAC. 

A  Troop  (-)  remained  in  direct  support  of  C1IAC.  B/3/17  elements  eng?.ged 
ono  VC  at  JCS  735550  resulting  in  one  VC  KBA.  B/3/17  again  established  con- 
taot  with  the  enemy  resulting  in  five  KM  at  XS  46I8U. 

(37)  On  18  Ifer  69,  A/3/17  was  placed  in  direot  support  of  CMAC.  B/3/17 
established  oontaot  resulting  in  four  VC  KBA  at  XS  421365.  B/3/17  also  en¬ 
gaged  10  VC  at  XS  430795  resulting  in  10  VC  KBA.  B/3/17  was  credited  with 
an  additional  four  VC  KM  at  XS  425865.  At  1336  Hours,  a  B/3/17  AH-1C  was 
downed  by  hostile  fire  at  XS  471019  resulting  in  the  aircraft  commander  and 
pilot  ETA. 

(38)  On  19  Mar  69,  A/3/ 1 7  elements  engaged  and  doatroyod  one  bunker 
resulting  in  a  secondary  explosion  at  XS  541903.  At  2400  hours,  A/3/17  (-) 
remained  in  diroot  support  of  CMAC  while  two  hun tor-killer  teams  were  plaoed 
in  diroot  support  of  the  1st  ATF, 
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(39)  On  21  Mar  69,  A/3/17  was  placed  in  direct  oupport  of  DHTAC  with 
two  hunter-tiller  teams  and  remained  in  direot  support  of  CMC  with  Troop  (-). 

(40)  On  23  Mar  69,  A/3/17  engaged  the  enemy  resulting  in  one  VC  KM 
at  YS  025962.  A/3/17  killed  three  VC  with  six  VC  possible  KBA  at  YS  245972* 

At  XS  804332#  A/3/17  elements  engaged  two  107  rockets  with  one  secondary 
explosion.  A/3/17  also  engaged  15  personnel  resulting  in  two  VC  KM  and  six 
possible  KBA.  A/3/17  was  plnoed  in  direct  support  of  the  1st  ATP  at  2400 
hours  with  two  hunter-killer  teams.  A  Troop  («)  remained  in  direot  support 
of  CIRC.  B/3/17  engaged  one  VC  at  XS  B70575  resulting  in  one  possible  KBA. 

(41)  On  24  Mar  69#  A/3/17  was  released  from  direot  support  of  the  1st 
ATP  and  placed  direct  support  of  BHTAC  with  two  hunter-killer  teams.  A  Troop 
(-)  remained  in  direot  support  of  CMAC. 

(42)  On  1  Apr  69 »  B/3/17  hunter-killer  teams  accounted  for  one  KBA  at 
eaoh  of  the  following  coordinates*  XS  770810,  XS  44O85O,  XS  65059O.  C/3/17 
was  credited  with  five  KBA  for  an  engagement  on  30  Ifer  at  XT  530500.  C/3/17 
engaged  five  VC  resulting  in  two  KBA  at  XT  560480. 

(43)  On  5  Apr  69#  A/3/1 7  wan  credited  with  two  VC  KM  at  XS  800030. 
B/3/17  in  scattered  oontaot#  was  credited  with  one  KM  at  XS  050450#  two  KM 
at  XS  620600  and  one  KM  at  XS  000500.  C/}/l7  huntor-Jcillor  trams  oooounted 
for  four  KBA  at  XT  376463. 

(44)  On  9  Apr  69,  while  conducting  visual  reconnaissance  missions, 

A/3/17  killed  one  VC  at  XS  682057.  U/3/l 7  gunships  engaged  two  VC  at 
XS  526550  resulting  in  two  VC  KM. 

(45)  On  13  Apr  69,  B/3/17  mr.de  light  oontaot  and  accounted  for  five 
VC  KM  in  the  vicinity  of  XS  4.O4I99.  C/3/17  engaged  a  camouflaged  hut  re¬ 
sulting  in  one  secondary  explosion  rod  three  VC  KM  at  XT  040190.  . 

(46)  On  17  Apr  69,  3/3/17  killed  one  VC  at  WS  975465.  C/3/1 7  resoued 

a  OS  soldier  who  had  been  a  prisoner  of  the  VC  for  over  a  year  and  had  escaped 
17  days  earlier  (See  Inclosure  10),  C/3/17  was  also  credited  with  one  KM 
at  XT  124777. 

(47)  On  18  Apr  69,  while  oonduoting  checkpoint  operations,  A/3/17 
captured  two  detainees  at  XS  910950.  B/3/17  engaged  six  armed  HVA  at 

XS  510760  resulting  in  three  HVA  KBA,  three  HVA  Wf  s  end  one  AK-47  captured. 
At  XT  520530,  C/3/17  accounted  for  one  KBA. 

(48)  On  23  Apr  69,  during  firefly  operations,  C/3/l 7  engaged  and 
killed  seven  VC  at  XT  063646.  C/3/17  visual  reoonnaissanoe  missions  re¬ 
sulted  in  one  KM  at  XT  O44566,  one  KM  at  XT  034568,  one  KM  at  XT  524342, 
and  one  KM  at  XT  524542. 
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(49)  On  24  Apr  69 f  B/3/17  was  credited  'with  two  KBA  at  XS  535598#  two 
KBA  at  XS  545598#  and  three  KBA  at  XS  552595.  Two  VC  were  killed  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  XS  O04689.  Firefly  missions  by  C/3/17  resulted  in  one  KBA  at 

XT  072711, 

(50)  Oil  26  Apr  69,  during  a  last  light  mission,  A A/l 7  engaged  and  killed 
two  VC  at  XS  708836.  In  several  separate  engagements,  B/3/17  was  credited 
vrith  nine  VC  KBA  in  the  vioinity  of  XS  680577,  C/3/17  was  credited  with  17 
BVA  K3A  for  actions  while  supporting  fire  support  br.3e  Frontier  City  against 

a  battalion  size  attack . 

(51)  On  27  Apr  69,  A/3/17  accounted  for  three  VC  KBA  and  three  AK-47 
oapturod  at  XS  884854#  Night  firefly  missions  resulted  in  two  VC  KBA  at 
XS  52/;870.  B/3/17  engaged  and  killed  two  VC  at  XS  798624.  Another  VC  was 
KBA  at  XS  833649.  On  last  liggit  reconmissnnoe  missions,  C/3 /l 7  killed  one 
VC  at  XS  490341 . 

b.  SIMlARYt  While  flying  26,964  sorties,  the  squadron  lifted  10,227 
troops,  42  tons  of  cargo,  end  was  credited  with  728  enemy  KIA,  4*0  structures 
destroyed,  and  286  sampans  destroyed  (See  Inclosure  7)#  Bering  the  quarter, 
the  squadron  ms  engaged  in  numerous  small  scale  operations  but  visual  re¬ 
connaissance  was  the  primary  mission. 

5.  (u)  TRAINING t  During  this  reporting  period,  the  squadron  had  max¬ 

imum  participation  in  all  allocated  school  courses.  All  new  in-country t 
replacements  received  training  at  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Replacement 
Training  Center,  located  at  DiAn. 

1 

a.  All  training  within  tho  squadron  wao  conducted  with  no  lose  in 
tho  operational  status  of  tho  unit, 

b.  Training  days  -  0  i 

Tactical  move3  -  0  j 

Operational  days  -  89 

i 

0.  School  q\iotas  filled  by  squadron  during  the  period! 


GI6A  Airframe  9 
T-63  Engine  9 
T-53-L-13  Engine  7 
Tech  Supply  1 
Escape  and  Evasion  1 
Aircraft  Armament  Subsystems  -  Officer  5 
Aircraft  Armament  Subsystems  -  Enlisted  7 
U31H  Airframe  3 
AH1G  Airframe  5 
In-Country  Replacement  Training  81 
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LOGISTICS: 


AMUHITIOU  EXH3NDITUHE 

ROUNDS  EXPENDED 

Ctg,  5 •56mm  Tracer 

3,880 

Ctg,  5* 56mm  Ball 

42 

Ctg.  7.62mm  LKD  4-1  (M-60) 

51,599 

Ctg.  7.62m  750  RD  Bolt  (Hi.ni-gun) 

046,058 

Ctg.  Cal  .30  Snocial  Boll 

2,400 

Ctg.  Cal  .45  Ball 

3,550 

Ctg.  Cal  50  BL  &  TR  LKD 

600 

Ctg.  40m  XM576  (Conni3ter) 

32 

Ctg.  40mm  ’/S  PTJ1A 

27 

Ctg.  40mm  HE  M406  (M-79) 

ni23 

Ctg.  40m  HE  KM5AQE1  (XH-28 ) 

34,766 

Ctg.  01mm  Ilium 

10 

Ctg.  01  mm  HE 

1,124 

Ctg,  106mra  Koat 

1 

Ctg.  106mm  IIEP 

2 

Ctg.  106mm  Beehive 

•  24 

Pure  Grenade,  Hand  Offensive 

1,750 

Gron  Hand  Frag  133 

68 

Gren  Hand  Frag  M26 

435 

Gren  Hand  Ino 

357 

Gren  Hand  Offensive 

1,750 

Gren  Hand  Smdce  White 

242 

Gren  Hand/iiifle  UP 

1,789 

Gren  Hand  Smoke  Green 

438 

Gren  Hand  Smdce  Yellow 

525 

Gren  Hand  Smdce  Red 

640 

Gren  Hand  Smoko  Violet 

250 

Gren  Riot  CS 

494 

Rkt  2.75IH  ileohette  (10  lh  Warhoad) 

43 

Rlct  2.75IH  IIE  VT  Fuze  f  10  lb  Warhead' 

)  1,337 

Rkt  2.75IIT  HE  PD  Fuze  (10  lb  Warhoad 

1  19,662 

Rlct  2.75IN  WP  FB  Fuze  (10  lb  Warhead 

l  46 

Met  2.75IW  HE  VT  Fuze  (17  lb  Warhead, 

I  575 

Rkt  2.75IN  HE  PD  Fuze  (17  lb  Warhead' 

)  2,141 

Rlct  66ram  Heat  Law  H72 

32 

Kino  AP  HI 3  Claymore 

9 

Sig  Ilium  WS  GB-Clus 

25 

Sig  Ilium  GD  -  PARA  Millie 

79 

Flare  Surfaoo  Trip 

45 

Chg  Bemo  BUc  Plastio  Ml  12 

53  lbs 

Chg  Bemo  Bfk  Plastio  Ml  16 

• -60  lbs 

dig  Bemo  Blk  TFT  £  lb 

1 *018  lbs 

Cap  Blasting  Non  -  Eleotrio 

1  jl60 

Cord  Detonating 

1 ,000  ft 

Fuze  Blasting  Time 

353&  ft 
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.  AIRCRAFT  STATUS i  Squadron  airoraft  status  at  the  end  of  the 
poriod  was  no  follows  1 

Authorized  On  Hand 


UH-1II 

29 

26 

AII-1G 

27 

25 

C5I-6A 

30 

2? 

(See  Inclosuro  8) 

7.  (U)  SAFETY: 

a.  During  the  reporting  period  there  were  six  accidents  involving 
squadron  aircraft.  A  brief  account  of  these  acoidents  follows: 

(1)  A  Troop,  AH— 1 G t  6  February  1969.  Aircraft  was  exiting  a  revetment 
and  lost  antitorque  control  due  to  a  strong  tail  wind  condition.  Tail  rotor 
hit  revetment  and  the  debris  hit  the  main  rotor,  Main "rotor  debris  hit  a', 
second  AII-1G,  Both  aircraft  lost  main  rotor,.  transmission  and  tail  rotor. 

(2)  C  Troop,  CH-6A,  21  February  1969*  Scout  aircraft  was  low  on  fuol. 
After  landing  in  a  secure  area,  pilot  tool:  off  again  on  a  15  minute  flight 
with  40  lbs  of  fuel  remaining.  Aircraft  vas  low  level  when  engine  quit. 

Pilot  was  unable  to  recover  control  and  aircraft  crashed  killing  two  of  the  . 
three  crew  members.  Helmets  of  all  three  crow  members  oame  off  in  the  crash. 

(3)  C  Troop,  AII-1G,  20  February  1959.  Airoraft  was  on  a  training 
flight*  At  the  termination  of  a  practioo  auto rotation,  the  aircraft  touched 
down  on  the  heels  of  the  skids  cud  bounced.  Pilot  tried  to  make  a  power 
reoovery  by  rolling  on  power  and  aircraft  spun  to  -the  right  200  degrees 
damaging  tho  skids  and  under  side  oi'  tho  fusolage. 

(4)  C  Troop,  CII-6A,  6  Mnroh  1969.  IP  was  supervising  pilot  during  $• 
practioe  autorotation.  Pilot  pulled  pitch  too  high  and  IP  waB  not  ready  to 
reaot.  Aircraft  landed  hard  with  low  rotor  RPM  and  tail  boom  was  severed. 

(5)  C  Troop,  AH-1G ,  16  April  1969.  CST-6A  and  AH-1G  hunter-killer  team 
wore  on  station  conducting  a  visual  recoiuiaisannce  mission.  An  Air  Force 
0V-1QA  entered  the  area  and  collided  wivh  -the  AH-1G •  Two  fatalities. 

(6)  A  Troop,  IH-1II,  22  April  iwfq.  Aircraft  was  on  a  night  firefly 
rtission.  At  40  knotB  and  120  feet  tlie  tail  rotor  pusn  pull  control  rod 
failed.  Airoraft  entered  a  spin  and  pilot  ntiempted  an  autorotation.  Air¬ 
oraft  landed  hard  damaging  Bkids  and  tail,  boern. 
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b.  SAFETY  RECORD  (FEBRUARY,  MARCH,  AIRIL) 


UNIT 

TOTAL  HOURS 

ACCIDENTS 

RATE 

HHT 

936 

0 

00.0 

A 

5667 

2 

35.3 

B 

5464 

0 

oo;o 

C 

5107 

4 

70.4 

3/17  ACS 

17174 

6 

35.0 

0.  SUMMARY! 


(1)  While  the  accident  rate  has  steadily  improved  over  the  first  half 
of  FY  69  (52«3)i  tho  trend  of  fatal  accidents  has  increased. 

(2)  Tho  predominent  factor  in  cho  accidents  listed,  is  pilot  error/ 
pilot  technique.  Tho  first  throe  aocidonts  indicate  poor  judgement  on  the 
part  of  the  pilots.  The  fourth  and  fifth  accidents  demonstrate  a  leak  of 
attention  to  prooedures  and  teohniques.  The  sixth  accident  was  caused  by 
material  failure.  However,  due  to  low  airspeed  tho  pilot  was  unable  to 
make  a  recovery. 

(3)  It  was  determined  in  the  21  February  aeoident  that  at  least  one 
orew  member  died  because  his  helmet  came  off.  The  squadron  flight  surgeon 
has  refitted  all  aviation  personnel  to  insure  that  helmets  would  stay  on  in 
a  arash. 

8,  (U)  CHAPLAIN I  i 

a.  RELIGIOUS  FUNCTIONS 1  ! 


(1)  Worship  servioes  conducted!  54 

(2)  Attendance!  5459 

b.  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION! 

(1)  Classes  conducted!  11 

(2)  Attendance i  24 6 

0 .  CHARACTER  GTHDAh'oEi 

(1)  Classes  conducted!  27 

(2)  Attendance!  2018 

d.  PASTORAL  VISITS!  1152 


i 

1 

i 

1 

1 
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9.  (u)  cmc  ACTION: 

a*  The  squadron  civic  action  project,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
squadron  ohaplain  is  to  provide  assistance  to  the  Bethany  Orphanage  at  Ho’lfei 
Village,  The  squadron  lias  assisted  the  orphanage  since  20  September  1968» 
in  the  form  of  food,  clothing,  health  items,  building  materials,  moneys  and 
labor.  The  squadron  has  donated  $1400*00  during  the  reporting  period  will oh 
is  being  used  for  the  construction  of  a  new  classroom  building.  The  old 
building  ms  very  old  and  inadequate  for  the  113  ohildron  at  the  orphanage. 
Approximately  12,000  pounds  of  food  and  300  pounds  of  clothing  have  been 
donated  from  the  squadron.  The  Bqualron  also  provided  a  salvaged  5000  gallon 
water  tank  to  alleviate  the  water  storage  problem  at  the  orphanage,  j 

i 

b.  Plana  for  the  future  inoludei  I 

1 

(1)  Donations  of  monoy  for  a  building  fund.  I 

1 

(2)  A  visit  by  the  children  to  DiAn  guests  of  the  squadron, 

(3)  Continued  weekly  visits  to  donate  food,  olothing,  and  other 

oolleoted  items,  ! 


i 


I 
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SECTION  2 
Lessons  Learned 

Commander' s  observations,  evaluations,  recommendations,  and  command  aotions. 
1 ,  (U)  PERSONNEL: 

a.  OBSERVATION:  Several  ohanges  liave  been  recommended  to  the  MTOE 
17-096T,  17-09CT,  and  17-099T. 

EVALUATION:  Predicated  on  the  oondition  that  the  3rd  Squadron,  17th 
Cavalry  will  continue  to  operate  from  a  fixed  installation  for  extended  op¬ 
erations  in  RVN,  the  squadron  has  recommended  several  changes  to  the  present 
1EPQE. 


RECGM11EEDATI0N:  That  the  MTOE  changes  outlined  in  Inclosure  9  be  in¬ 
corporated  into  the  present  MTOE, 

COMMAND  ACTION:  A  letter  from  Headquarters,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry,  dated  30  March  1969,  subjeot:  Proposed  MTOE,  lias  boon  sent  to  CG 
1st  Aviation  Brigade  for  approval. 

b.  OBSERVATION:  This  unit  experiences  a  continual  shortage  of  air¬ 
craft  commanders  for  the  Ait-IG  duo  to  the  lack  of  a  sufficient  pool  of  qual¬ 
ified  pilots  from  whioli  to  train  airornft  compandor a. 

EVALUATION:  Current  Ail-IG  rated  pilot  manning  level  for  the  air 
cavalry  squadron  is  57 •  With  the  requirements  for  at  least  one  such  rated 
pilot  as  maintenance  officer  per  air  cavalry  troop,  a  maximum  of  10  opera¬ 
tional  pilots  are  available  in  each  weapons  platoon.  TToop  commanders, 
maintenance  detachment  commndors  and  key  staff  personnel  may  also  be  AII-lG 
rated  which  counts  against  the  manning  level.  Additionally,  the  27  assigned 
aircraft  .justifies  the  retention  of  an  AH-1G  SIP  at  squadron  level.  Based 
on  a  maximum  allowable  total  of  I40  hours  per  aviator  per  30  day  period,  an 
absolute  minimum  of  five  Cobra  rated  AC’s  are  needed  to  obtain  the  700  aver¬ 
age  AH-1G  flying  hours  the  air  cavalry  troop  accomplishes  each  month.  In 
order  to  maintain  this  number  in  the  face  of  R&R's,  accidents  and  casualties, 
at  least  seven  AC's  should  be  on  hand  at  all  times.  Although  there  is  no 
USARV  requirement  that  every  AE-1G  be  commanded  by  an  AC,  this  unit  has  at¬ 
tempted  to  follow  this  praotioe  to  increase  safety  of  operation;  greater 
accuracy  of  fires,  and  overall  improved  mission  performance.  Considering 
the  normal  period  of  three  months  in-country  and  300  hours  flying  experience 
before  an  individual  oan  become  an  aircraft  commander,  together  with  the  re¬ 
quirement  to  have  at  least  seven  qualified  AC's  on  hand  at  all  times,  the 
air  cavalry  troop  regularly  experiences  periods  of  several  months  duration 
when  it  cannot  muator  the  minimum  number  of  AC's.  In  order  to  oorreot  this 
situation,  enough  AII-1G  qualified  pilots  ahould  be  authorised  so  that  no 
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greater  than  one -third  need  be  AC1 3  at  ary  one  time .  Eased  on  the  minimum 
figure  of  seven  AC's,  the  authorisation  per  weapons  platoon  should  bo  21 • 

In  addition,  eaoh  troop  should  retain  one  maintenance  offioor  while  tire 
squadron  should  liave  one  SIP  for  a  manning  level  total  of  67  AU-1G  pilots. 

EEC ENMTI CEI :  That  the  authorized  manning  level  of  AH-1G  qualified 
pilots  for  tire  air  cavalry  squadron  be  inorcased  from  57  to  67. 

COil-IAI'ID  ACTIOITs  Tne  present  manning  level  lias  made  it  neoessary  to 
place  relatively  inexperienced  personnel  as  pilots  in  command  of  Alt-IG 
aircraft.  Tor  obvious  reasons,  an  experienced  AC  would  be  more  desirable. 

2.  (C)  OPERATIONS: 

a.  OBSERVATION:  Starlight  missions  are  more  effective  when  conducted 
with  the  All/VASS-3  Xenon  infrared  light  and  11-18  infrared  binoculars  rather 
tlian  the  AIT/PAS-6  metasoope  assembly. 

EVALUATION »  It  lias  been  found  tliat  t’10  crew  served  metascopo  has  too 
Biuoh  diffusion  and  is  unsatisfactory  for  tho  mission.  Observation  with  the 
11—1 G  binoculars  in  oon junction  with  the  Xenon  infrarod  light  would  improve 
aroa  coverage  and  target  dotection,  Tho  AN/VASS-3  used  on  white  light  has 
boon  found  more  effective  than  the  C-130  landing  light  cluster  presently  in 
U3e. 

IRECOlLITcIMTIOiT:  That  air  cavalry  troops  bo  authorized  the  Ail/VASS-J 
Xenon  searchlight  and  the  present  authorization  of  H-10  infrared  binoculars 
be  increased  from  six  to  twelve , 

COffiAiTf)  ACTION:  'Elis  squadron  has  closely  monitored  tho  results  of 
the  All/VASS-3  in  use  by  other  units. 

b.  OBSERVATION:  Tlie  AJI-1G  was  designed  fox*  a  10  minute  rearm  and 
refuel  tine.  Average  turn  around  time  is  20  to  35  minutes. 

EVALUATION:  Although  rodeo t  pods  and  XMlS's  are  reloaded  while  still 
on  the  aircraft,  tlie  XU-20  could  be  rearmed  in  a  matter  of  minutes  if  addi¬ 
tional  7*^2  and  40mm  trays  were  available.  Those  trays  could  be  reloaded 
and  inserted  into  expended  airoraft,  by  simply  replacing  'tlie  trays.  Rearm 
and.  refuel  time  could  be  reduced  to  10  minutes  if  these  trays  were  available. 

REC  Oil  EiTiATI  ON :  That  additional  anno  trays  for  the  7.62mm  and  the 
40mm  in  the  XM-28  system  be  authorized  for  eaoh  authorised  AII-1G. 

COMtIAKD  ACTION:  Additional  personnel  are  used  to  assist  in  rearming 
the  AH-10, 
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o.  QBSEllVATIONi  During  the  last  reporting  period,  D  Troop  has  been 
supporting  two  separate  organizations.  They  provide  tliree  16  man  reaction 
teams  to  the  151st  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol,  and  support  Bien  Hoa 
Taotical  Area  Command  with  a  platoon  (-). 

EVALUATION!  To  support  the  present  split  mission,  D  Troop  has  found 
it  neoessary  to  temporarily  reorganize  tho  troop.  This  breaks  down  troop  in¬ 
tegrity,  redistributes  troop  assets,  and  organizes  the  troop  in  a  manner  whieh 
they  were  not  designed  to  operate.  By  combining  the  assets  of  the  entire 
troop,  they  can  more  adequately  perform  reconnaissanoe,  provide  security,  and 
engage  in  offensive,  defensive  and  delaying  action  as  an  eoonony  of  force  unit 

IffiCraJiEKDATIONi  It  is  recommended  that  D  Troop  be  returned  to  a  single 
mission  OPCON  to  one  unit  or  headquarters,  so  that  the  troop  oan  be  utilized 
in  its  designed  oombat  role. 

COIEIAIID  ACTIONi  The  troop  will  continue  to  meet  both  mission  require¬ 
ments  despite  the  breakdown  of  troop  integrity  and  assets.  The  problem  has 
been  discussed  and  recommendations  mode  to  the  Commanding  Offioer,  BIITAC,  the 
Commanding  Offioer,  D  Company  (Ranger)  151st  Long  Range  Patrol,  and  to  the 
AC  of  S,  G-3,  XI  FFQRCEV . 

d.  OBSERVATION!  There  is  a  need  for  two  additional  UH-1H  airoraft 
in  each  Air  Cavalry  Troop. 

EVALUATION!  Presently,  there  aro  sovon  UH-1H  holiooptors  assigned  to 
eaoh  Air  Cavalry  troop.  Two  additional  UH-1H  are  required  to  perform  various 
support  missions  essontial  to  the  overall  troop  operation*  The  principle 
oombat  assuslt  mission  of  oarrying  aero  rifle  personnel  is  presently  limited 
to  three  airoraft  duo  to  the  following  QH-1H  requirements! 

(1)  Ono  TUI— 1H  is  required  for  Command  and  Control  and  must  be  avail¬ 
able  to  the  CO  at  all  times. 

(2)  One  UII-1II  is  used  by  maintenance  to  shuttle  parts  from  widely 
scattered  support  units.  Hie  road  transportation  problem,  oombined  with  the 
oonstant  push  to  maintain  maximum  airoraft  availability,  require  daily  parts 
and  equipment  flights. 

(3)  One  UH-1H  is  frequently  needed  for  standardization  and  in-oountry 

orientation  rides.  The  high  rate  of  personnel  turnover  make  in-oountry  and 
standardization  fligits  a  neoessity.  j 

! 

(4)  Due  to  the  monthly  average  of  90  hours  on  each  airoraft,  one  UH-1H 
is  continuously  in  maintenance  for  periodio  inspeotion  or  repairs* 
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UR  in  ^^C®2®®A1'I0N‘  Ihat  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  he  issued  two  additional 
“iror^fjt  to  “ore  effectively  perform  their  normal  combat  and  support 
ho  n!  y0Uld  01,78  each  kic  te-mlry  Troop  five  available  aircraft  to 

p/  ^  f,°r ^  1fsertion  of  40  personnel  in  the  aero  rifle  platoon. 

Request  that  the  UH-1H  authorized  on  MPQE  I7-O96T  he  issued  to  the  weapons 
platoon,  and  that  the  TCE  reflect  an  additional  tH-IH  to  the  Troop  Headquarters, 

,  ,  C0M1AKD  ACTIONj  This  unit  is  preparing  a  recommended  ohonge  to  the 
Mm  requesting  the  additional  airoraft. 

e.  CESJiKVATICNi  An  experimental  veaoons  system,  XM-8,  AOmm  grenade 
launoner,  has  been  installed  on  two  CH-6A  scout  helicopters  for  combat 
evaluation. 


EVALUATION:  This  system  has  proven  to  be  an  extremely  accurate,  use- 
nil  system  for  employment  in  the  AO,  end  gives  every  indication  of  being 
more  versatile  than  the  XM27E1  (mini-gun).  Another  advantage  of  the  XM-8 
Bystem  is  that  it  appears  to  be  less  of  a  problem  to  maintain  than  the 

A1127EI.  it  is  a  less  complex  system,  easier  to  olean,  load,  and  clear  than 
the  minigun. 


^COMMENDATION  1  That  the  XM-8  testing  program  be  encouraged  end 
closely  monitored  by  the  administrative  and  combat  units  during  the 
evaluation. 

OONUD  ACTIONi  A  thorough  and  comprehensive  evaluation  report  will 
be  submitted  at  the  completion  of  the  oombat  test. 

f  •  QBSIRVATICWj  Tlio  location  and  number  of  fire  extinguishers  In 
HK-1  airoraft  is  insufficient . 


EVALUATION!  Muiy  in-flight  fires  could  bo  extinguished  by  either  the 
wow  chief  or  door  gunner  if  a  fire  extinguisher  were  readily  aooesslble. 
wiwi  the  swglo  extinguisher  mounted  by  the  oo-pilot's  seat,  aooess  in  flight 
by  orewmemoers  in  the  rear  Is  very  difficult. 


ifflCClIHEKDATIOHi  Two  additional  extinguishers  should  be  mounted  in  the 
oargrs  ompnrtment  of  eaoh  UH-1,  with  one  under  both  the  orew  chief's  and 
door  gunner's  seat. 


,  CCHIAID)  ACTIONi  An  EUR  is  being  submitted  through  maintenance 
e*«annels  suggesting  that  additional  fire  extinguishers  be  mounted. 

3.  (0)  GAINING  1 

.  OBSERVATION!  frequently',  tlie  training  period  for  replaoement 
pe  sonnel  suoh  as  orew  chiefs  is  not  oonsldered,  vhioh  oauses  serious  short¬ 
ages  in  key  positions^ 
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EVALUATION:  Providing  an  overlap  in  the  tours  of  personnel  with 
highly  specialized  skills  such  as  crew  ohiefs  is  considered  most  important. 
Operating  effectiveness  may  be  sacrificed  while  new  personnel  go  through  a 
break-in  period  without  the  benefit  of  learning  from  the  experience  of  their 
predecessors. 


RECOI MEEMTION 1  Prior  planning  as  to  need  and  ollooation  of  qualified 
orew  chiefs  vfould  olloviato  this  problom.  It  vould  bo  desirable  to  request 
and  obtain  a  qualified  roplaocment  at  loast  30  days  prior  to  a  orow  ohief *s 
DEROS. 


COMMAND  ACTION :  It  has  become  necessary  to  use  a  orew  ohief  on  more 
than  one  aircraft  and  to  train  door  gunners  and  available  individuals  to 
assist  crew  chiefG. 

4.  (U)  EITELLIGBITCE:  None 

5.  (U)  LOGISTICS  AHD  MAINTENANCE: 

a.  OBSERVATION:  There  is  an  inadequate  number  of  emergency  sur¬ 
vival  radios  available. 

EVALUATION:  This  squadron  is  authorized  80  URC-10  radios  and  haB 
four  on  hanu.  The  squadron  presently  has  64  RT10  substitute  radios  on  hand 
for  a  total  of  58  survival  radios.  Since  20  January  1950,  a  total  of  12 
radios  have  boon  turned  in  as  unserviceable  and  none  have  been  received  as 
replacements.  The  lack  of  proper  survival  equipment  places  crewmembers  in 
unwarranted  danger. 

iffiCOIfijEIlPATION:  That  command  emphasis  be  placed  on  this  problem  to 
assure  proper  action  is  being  taken. 

COMMAND  ACTION:  Requisitions  for  this  equipment  lrnvo  been  submitted. 
Survival  radios  will  be  placed  on  the  commander’s  oritical  items  list. 

b.  OBSERVATION:  AH-1G  turrets  malfunction  quite  froquently  and 
qualified  personnel  are  not  roadily  available  for  repair. 

EVALUATION:  With  the  armament  systems  becoming  more  oomplcac,  main¬ 
tenance  problems  inorease.  Numerous  eleotrioal  problems  have  arisen  with  Ihe 
XII-28  that  only  Emerson  Eleotronios  representatives  can  repair.  This  ne¬ 
cessitates  taking  the  AH-1G  to  their  location  and  leaving  it  until  it  is 
repaired. 


REC0MS5T»ATI ON t  That  Emerson  Eleotronios  technical  representatives 
be  assigned  to  battalion  size  elements  employing  the  AH-1G,  with  XM-20 
Emerson  systems. 
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COMMAND  ACTION:  The  squadron  has  made  numerous  attempts  to  obtain 
Emerson  Technioal  Representatives  from  outlying  posts.  On  infrequent  occa¬ 
sions,  representatives  at  Phu  Loi  and  Long  Tlianh  have  been  available  for 
information  and  assistance. 

o.  OBSERVATION:  There  is  no  ropair  facility  for  the  oable  tenBiometer 
in  Vietnam. 

EVALUATION:  The  requirement  to  check  cable  tension  on  aircraft  systems 
and  the  fact  that  this  system  is  very  delicate  has  led  to  wear  and  breakage 
of  this  item.  Normal  life  expectancy  of  a  tensiometer  is  two  years  with  cal¬ 
ibration  every  90  days. 

RECOMMENDATION :  A  tensiometer  repair  faoility.be  designated  and  a 
direct  exchange  program  for  the  item  be  established. 

COMMAND  ACTION.  Squadron  maintenance  detaclunents  have  inquired  at  all 
possible  support  channels  and  have  found  no  facilities  for  tenBiometer  repair. 

d.  OBSERVATION:  AH-1G  suashplate  assemblies  have  evidenoed  ex¬ 
cessive  wear. 

EVALUATION:  It  has  been  noted  that  this  item  lias  an  1100  hour  life 
between  overhauls.  Many  units  with  the  AH-1G  have  reported  internal  swash- 
plate  failure  between  300  and  500  hours.  The  difficulty  in  obtaining  swash* 
plates  and  the  75  nan  hours  required  to  replace  the  assembly  has  caused  a 
serious  maintenance  problem.  1 


RECOMMENDATION:  That  Aviation  Materiel  Management  Command  reevaluate 
the  swnshplate  presently  installed  on  the  AH-1G. 

} 

COMMAND  ACTION:  Equipment  improvement  reports  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Aviation  Matoriol  Managomont  Command. 

6.  (U)  CROANIZATION:  None 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Incl  1  -  10  wd  Rq,  DA 


AVBACA-SC  (12  May  69)  lot  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  | 
Cavalry  for  Period  Biding  30  April  1969*  HCS  CSFOR-65  (R1)  . 
(UIC-WAAMAA) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  12TH  COMBAT  AVIATION  GROUP,  APO  96266  22  Kay  1969 

TO  i  Commanding  General,  Q  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96266 

In  accordance  with  USARV  Reg  $25-15,  the  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  1 
Learned  of  the  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  Squadron,  for  the  period  j 
ending  30  April  1969,  is  forwarded* 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


’~])cuud.  L 
"  DAVID  L.  FORTE 
MAJ,  Inf 
Adjutant 


A3* 


AVFBC-BE-H  (12  May  69)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Aiding  30  April  1969*  BCS  CSFOR-65  (Bl) 
(UIC-WAAMAA) 

BA,  HQ  n  FFORCEV,  AFO  San  Francisco  $6266  g  JJJN  196b 

THRU 1  Commanding  General,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  ATTNt  AVBA-C,  APO  96 307 

Commanding  General,  US  A ray  Vietnam,  ATTNt  AVHGC(DST),  APO  96375 

Commander-In-Chief,  US  Arsy  Pacific,  ATTNt  GPOP-DT,  APO  96556  i 

TO t  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Foroe  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310  ; 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational  Report  - 
Lessons  Learned  of  the  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  for  the  period  ending 
30  April  1969. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 1 
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AVBAGC-0  (12  Kay  69)  3rd  Ind 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1969.  RCS  CSfOR-65  (Rl)  i 
(U1C-VAAKAA) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE,  APO  96384  H  JUN  1969 

THRU*  Commanding  General,  United  States  Array  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST, 

APO  96375 

Commandor-in-Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT, : 

APO  96558 

TO*  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C. ,  20310  ; 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  this  report,  considers  it  to  be  adequate 
and  concurs  with  the  contents  as  indorsed,  except  as  noted  below. 

2.  The  following  additional  comments  are  considered  pertinent: 

a.  Section  II,  para  la,  page  16:  Nonconcur  with  the  changes  proposed 
at  Indosure  9.  KTOE  revisions  for  the  three  Air  Cavalry  Squadrons  assign¬ 
ed  to  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  were  prepared  during  January  and  February 
1969,  by  representatives  of  the  three  ACSs  and  G-3  Section  this  headquarters. 
These  draft  documents  were  returned  to  the  field  for  comments  during  March 
1969.  These  comments  were  returned  to  this  headquarters  evaluated  and  in¬ 
serted  where  appropriate  in  the  applicable  documents.  Tne  proposed  KTOEs 
were  staffed  throughout  this  headquarters,  and  forwarded  thru  USARV  to  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Amy  in  May  1969.  Due  to  the  DA  directed  standardization 
program  for  authorization  documents,  certain  changes  as  outlined  at  Inclo¬ 
sure  9  were  modified  and  incorporated  into  the  proposed  MTOEs  so  as  to 

best  serve  all  ACSs  in  this  command. 

b.  Section  II,  para  2a,  page  17:  Nonconcur.  The  AN/VASS-3  Xenon 
searchlight  is  an  acceptable  device  for  night  target  detection;  however, 

it  was  designed  primarily  for  use  on  trackod  vohiclcs,  hence  the  weight  and 
bulk  prosont  undosirablo  foaturcs.  Trior  to  inclusion  on  authorization 
documents  for  air  cavalry  troops  further  tosting  and  evaluation  is  required, 
Motascopcs  have  been  deleted  through  KTOE  action  and  starlight  scopes  were 
added  as  night  target  detection  devises.  Accordingly,  the  increase  of  K-1B 
infrared  binoculars  will  not  be  required  for  mission  accomplishment.  An 
ENSURE  item  number  260  (Aero  Soarchlight )  is  scheduled  for  evaluation  in 
RVN  on  or  about  15  June  1969*  Results  of  this  evaluation  may  justify  modi¬ 
fication  of  MTOEs  for  air  cavalry  troops.  i 

c.  Section  II,  para  2b,  page  17*  Concur.  Ammunition  trays  for  the 
7.62  MM  and  the  40  MM  in  the  XM-23  system  are  not  major  line  items  there¬ 
fore  inclusion  on  authorization  documents  is  not  feasible.  Additional 
trays  should  be  ordered  through  the  supporting  maintenance  unit. 
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AVBAGC-0  (12  toy  69)  3rd  Ind  Jl  JUN  1969  ! 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  oi‘  3d  Squadron,  l?th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  JO  April  1969.  RCS  CS FDR-65  (RI) 
(UIC-VMMAA) 

d.  Section  II,  para  2d,  page  18:  Concur.  Two  additional  UH-1H  air¬ 
craft  will  facilitate  more  efficient  scheduling  and  provide  greater  flex¬ 
ibility  for  the  troop  commander,  however,  this  requires  MICE  action.  Re¬ 
visions  to  MTOE  17-98T  were  submitted  during  toy  1969 J  further  revisions 
must  be  delayed  until  pending  action  is  completed. 

e.  Section  II,  para  J,  page  19.  There  can  be  no  disagreement  that  an 
overlap  in  tours  would  substantially  enhance  training  capability  and  unit 
effectiveness.  Support  of  such  a  system  would  require  a  constant  over¬ 
strength  of  approximately  8-10$,  This  is  not  feasible  when  viewed  from  man¬ 
power  management  and  budget  considerations;  the  impact  vrould  reach  all  the 
way  to  increased  draft  calls,  accelerate  frequency  of  overseas  tours,  and 
require  additional  funds  for  training  and  salaries.  The  actions  by  the 
unit  to  cross-train  personnel  and  utilize  crewchiof3  on  more  than  one  air¬ 
craft  aro  considered  proper  and  gonorally  adoquate  for  mission  accomplish¬ 
ment. 


f.  Section  II,  para  5a,  page  20:  Concur.  The  URC-10  radio  has  been 
declared  obsolete.  Manufacture  of  the  basic  radio  and  components  has 
been  completed  and  no  further  contracts  will  be  let.  The  URC-68  will  re¬ 
place  the  URC-10.  The  radio  is  presently  in  production  and  is  anticipated 
to  arrive  in  RVN  during  the  last  Qtr  FY  69/first  Qtr  FY  70.  As  assets 
become  available  they  will  be  "Tbrce-issued"  to  units  having  tabular  autho¬ 
rization  for  the  old  family  radios.  Presently  there  are  no  known  URC-4, 
URC-10,  or  RT-10  assets  in-country. 

g.  Section  II,  para  5b,  page  20:  Kbnconcur.  All  Bnerson  Represent¬ 
atives  were  removed  from  RVN  approximately  20  Feb  69.  Ibwever,  Weapons 
Command  Representatives  are  available  throughout  the  country.  The  3/l7th 
ACS  has  been  advised  that  one  representative  is  located  at  Tan  Son  Nhut, 
ana  one  is  at  Phu  Loi, 

h.  Section  II,  para  5c,  page  21:  Men concur.  The  34th  GS  Gp  has  in¬ 
dicated  that  it  does  not  have  the  capability  for  repair  of  tensiometers 
other  than  possibly  the  Corpus  Christi  Bay  Floating  Aircraft  tointenance 
Facility.  At  this  time  it  is  impossible  to  verify  this  fact  in  that  the 
ship  has  returned  to  drydock  for  yearly  maintenance.  The  unit  has  been 
advised  to  requisition  a  replacement  for  the  worn-out  tensiometer, 

i 

i.  Section  II,  para  5d,  page  21.  The  recommendation  for  AMMC  to  eval¬ 
uate  the  swaahplato  presently  installed  on  the  AH-1G  will  take  place  auto¬ 
matically  when  EIR's  submitted  roach  that  location  and  it  has  boon  deter¬ 
mined  that  these  events  are  not  single  isolated  occurrences.  Continuation 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBAGC-0  (12  '-lay  69)  3rd  Ind  1 1  JUN  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report -Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1969.  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 
(UIC-VJAAMAA)  ! 

of  EIR  action  is  imperative  and  necessary  to  give  AMMC  necessary  informa¬ 
tion  upon  which  they  can  base  their  investigation.  EIR  submission  will 
be  a  subject  stressed  in  Commander’s  Nates  published  in  this  headquarters 
for  the  month  of  June. 

i 

FOR  THE  COMMA  IDER;  J 


DAVID  R.  ANDERSON 
ACC 
Ass.*  AG 


] 
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AVHGC-DST  (30  Apr  69)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1969>  RCS  CSPOR-65  (Rl) 
(UIC-WAAMAA) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1  4  JUL  1969 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT , 

APO  96558 

1,  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1969  from  Headquarters, 

3d  Squadron,  l?th  Air  Cavalry. 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "This  unit  experiences  a  continual 
shortage  of  aircraft  commanders  for  the  AH-1G  due  to  the  lack  of  a  sufficient 
pool  of  qualified  pilots  from  which  to  train  aircraft  commanders,"  section 
II,  page  16,  paragraph  1(b);  nonconcur.  This  headquarters  does  not  identify 
a  manning  level  for  individual  units.  During  the  period  covered  by  the  0RLL, 
a  shortage  of  AH-1G  qualified  aviators  existed  throughout  the  command.  Major 
requisitioning  headquarters  were  assigned  AH-1G  qualified  aviators  on  the 
basis  of  two  per  AH-1G.  This  situation  has  improved  to  the  point  where 
assigned  status  is  nearly  10$  over  this  basis  of  two  per  AH-1G.  This  in¬ 
crease  in  AH-1G  qualified  aviators  is  expected  to  continue  and  this  head¬ 
quarters  is  working  to  bring  assigned  AH-1G  aviator  strength  up  to  author¬ 
ization. 


b.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "There  is  a  need  for  two  additional 
UH-1H  aircraft  in  each  Air  Cavalry  Troop,"  section  II,  page  18,  paragraph 
2(d);  nonconcur.  USARV  has  submitted  a  request  to  DA  for  a  trade-out  of 
81  UH-1B/C  for  UH-1D/H  helicopters.  Of  the  27  aircraft  currently  authorized 
in  the  non-divisional.  air  oav  troop  (10  OH-6,  9AH-1G,  2  UH-1B/G,  and  6 
UH-1D/H),  the  two  UH-1B/C  helioopters  are  included  in  the  trade-out  plan. 
This  action  will  increase  lift  capability  by  adding  two  UH-1D/H  helicopters, 
and  decrease  maintenance  support  requirements  from  four  to  three  type 
aircraft,  but  it  will  not  increase  the  total  number  of  aircraft  authorized. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 

C.  0.  WII.SON 
1LT,  At, 

Cy  fum*  Assistant  Adjutant  oral 

3d  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Gav 
1st  Avn  Bde 

7  DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 

-  -  DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 
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GPOP-DT  (30  Apr  69)  5th  Ind  ,(U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  3d  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1969,  RCS 
CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  16  AUG  69 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forward 
ing  indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


.)  • 

"  =o 


unci  assi  ii  i:n 
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